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About Kill Your Darlings
Kill Your Darlings magazine (KYD) is one of Australia’s 
leading literary magazines. We publish insightful and 
entertaining writing about arts, culture and society 
that generates discussion and inspires debate. Our 
contributors include award-winning writers and 
thinkers such as Clementine Ford, Benjamin Law, Ellen 
van Neerven and Tony Birch, as well as a range of fresh 
new voices. 

We are also a magazine invested in the craft of 
writing — making our numerous articles on the 
writing process ideal for incorporation into the 
classroom. 

In addition to championing Australian writers online, 
KYD also produces a podcast, provides professional 
writing services such as workshops and manuscript 
assessments, hosts literary events and publishes 
a yearly print anthology of short stories. KYD was 
founded in Melbourne in 2010 by Hannah Kent (author 
of international bestseller Burial Rites) and Rebecca 
Starford (author of Bad Behaviour: A Memoir of 
Bullying and Boarding School). 

And each year, we run an exciting writing competition 
for secondary school students! See P3 for more 
information. 
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The KYD School Writing Prize
The KYD School Writing Prize 
was founded to give a voice to 
young people writing about the 
issues that concern them. We’re 
seeking entries of up to 1500 words 
(in either non-fiction or fiction) 
from secondary school students 
responding to a current social or 
political issue. The winner receives 
a $500 cash prize, editorial 
support and publication in KYD. 
Entries for the 2020 prize will open 
on 27 April and close on 3 July, 
with the winner to be announced in 
August. 

Entry to the KYD School Writing 
Prize is open exclusively to KYD 
School Members and their students. 
There is no additional entry fee. 

For more details on the prize, as 
well as how to enter, please visit: 
https://killyourdarlings.com.au/
awards/ 

Read the two winners of the 2019 
prize here.

The Judges
Alice Pung is an 
award-winning 
Melbourne 
writer whose 
books include 
Unpolished Gem, 

Growing Up Asian in Australia, 
Laurinda and Her Father’s 
Daughter. Her latest book is Close 
to Home: Selected Writings. She is 
the current Artist-in-Residence at 
Janet Clarke Hall, the University of 
Melbourne.

Alan Vaarwerk is 
the editor of Kill 
Your Darlings. 
He is a writer, 
editor and critic 
whose work has 

appeared in Griffith Review, Stilts, 
Readings Monthly and Writers Bloc. 
He grew up in regional NSW.

https://www.killyourdarlings.com.au/2019/08/announcing-the-winners-of-the-kyd-school-writing-prize/
https://www.killyourdarlings.com.au/2019/08/announcing-the-winners-of-the-kyd-school-writing-prize/
https://www.killyourdarlings.com.au/2019/08/announcing-the-winners-of-the-kyd-school-writing-prize/
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Recent features in KYD

1. WHY AUSTRALIAN YA NEEDS 

MORE TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER 

WRITING

Jasmin McGaughey has met 
many Australians who have no 
idea where a Torres Strait Islander 
person comes from. As a writer 
and editor she believes books 
can play a vital role in letting her 
people’s voices be heard and their 
stories and culture celebrated. 

In the classroom: a great 
resource for discussions around 
YA fiction, representation and 
diversity.

2. SEVEN TIPS TO HELP YOU WRITE 

ANYTHING

When setting out to write his first 
novel, award-winning comedian, 
actor and presenter Matt Okine 
had no idea of what to do, or 
where to start. In this piece he 
uses his experience to offer 
seven handy tips to motivate and 
inspire reluctant writers. 

In the classroom: a great 
resource to offer encouragement 
and inspiration to students. 

3. DISLOCATED: CULTURE AND 

IDENTITY AS A TRANS-RACIAL 

ADOPTEE

Lisa Nan Joo was a Korean 
child adopted into a white 
family. Growing up, she was 
encouraged not to think about 
race. But once she moved 
beyond her childhood, family 
and community she felt more 
free to confront the white 
identity her parents gave her, 
and reshape it into something 
more fluid and honest. 

In the classroom: a great 
resource for discussions around 
adoption, race and writing about 
family. 

4. LAST CALL: SAYING GOODBYE TO 

MY DAD’S VOICE

For years Matthew Ryan’s 
father provided the voice of the 
automated telephone weather 
service. When the service shut 
down years after his death, 
dialling it for the last time was a 
second goodbye for Matthew.

In the classroom: a great 
resource for discussions around 
grief, memoir and family.
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About School Memberships
Membership to Kill Your Darlings is a valuable addition to 
your school library, and access has never been easier!

Membership to our online magazine provides teachers, 
librarians and all students with the following benefits: 

  Free entry into the KYD School Writing Prize 
for all students
  Full access to all online content, including our 
complete digital archive
  Discounts on all KYD writing services

HOW CAN STAFF AND STUDENTS READ KYD ONLINE? 
Kill Your Darlings offers IP authenticated access to all 
School Members. This means anyone on your campus 
network will have access to KYD’s website and all 
our online content without needing a username or 
password. Reading the magazine has never been easier! 

School memberships begin at $150 for  
12-months access to the magazine. To  
become a member, please visit our shop or  
email subscriptions@killyourdarlings.com.au. 
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Teachers’ Edition: So You Want to Write?
So You Want to Write? is KYD’s most popular 
online writing course, and we now offer a 
specially curated version for secondary 
school teachers! The course has been 
designed for the classroom by KYD publishing 
directors and published authors Hannah Kent 
and Rebecca Starford, and is designed to 
assist and encourage creativity in students. 

     Exercises can be pulled out to assist in 
lesson plans 

  Quotes can be used to begin discussion 
points 

  Videos and audio clips are designed to be 
screened directly to students 

    This workshop offers a wealth of material 
that may be taught in a number of ways  
at teachers’ convenience 

Cost: $449. All KYD School Members  
are entitled to pass on a 10% discount  
to their staff. 

WHAT OTHER PARTICIPANTS HAVE SAID ABOUT 

SO YOU WANT TO WRITE?

Visit: workshops.killyourdarlings.com.au for 
more information.

‘Loved the style, the interactive approach. 
This is exactly what I  
needed, thank you!’ 

‘A wealth of knowledge and experience. 
Rebecca and Hannah are able  
to share so much in a friendly,  

warm environment.’

‘Amazing…a godsend for all the teachers 
in Queensland who are teaching the new 

subject of Literature for the first time.’ 

‘Loved the professionalism, the 
approachability, knowledge, relevance.’

http://workshops.killyourdarlings.com.au/

