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About Kill Your Darlings
Founded in Melbourne by Hannah Kent (author of 
international bestseller Burial Rites) and Rebecca 
Starford (author of Bad Behaviour: A Memoir of 
Bullying and Boarding School), Kill Your Darlings 
magazine (KYD) is one of Australia’s most lively and 
entertaining cultural magazine for readers of all ages. 

KYD is committed to writing that is insightful, 
generates discussion and tests boundaries. Each day 
we publish a selection of commentary, essays, fiction, 
interviews and reviews. Our contributors include 
Benjamin Law, Clementine Ford, Jane Caro, Ellen van 
Neerven, Rebecca Shaw, Gideon Haigh, Omar Musa, 
Toni Jordan and Ben Eltham, as well as a range of fresh 
new voices.

We are also a magazine invested in the 
conversation about writing and writing practice – 
making our numerous articles on craft and process 
ideal for incorporation into the classroom. 

In addition to championing Australian writers, KYD 
also produces a regular podcast, provides professional 
writing services such as workshops and manuscript 
assessments, and hosts literary events – all to foster 
engagement and discussion between our writers and 
our readers. 

And in 2019, we are launching a brand-new writing 
competition for school students! See P5 for more 
information.

http://hannahkentauthor.com/
http://www.rebeccastarford.com/
http://www.rebeccastarford.com/
https://killyourdarlings.com.au/
https://killyourdarlings.com.au/
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About School Memberships
Membership to Kill Your Darlings has never been easier 
and is a comprehensive addition to your school library. 
Membership to our magazine provides teachers, librarians 
and all students with the following benefits:

 » Free entry for all students into our annual  
student writing competition
 » Full access to all online content, including our 
complete digital archive
 » Discounts on all KYD writing services
 » Weekly curated emails delivered direct to your 
inbox
 » Invitations to member-only events

HOW CAN STAFF AND STUDENTS READ KYD ONLINE? 
Kill Your Darlings offers IP authenticated access to all 
School Members. This means anyone on your campus 
network will have access to KYD’s website and all our 
online content without needing a username or password. 
Reading the magazine has never been easier!

School memberships begin at $150 for 12-months 
access to the magazine. To become a member, please 
visit our shop and follow the links. This page includes 
details on registering your IP address with our 
membership team to gain access to the magazine.

https://killyourdarlings.com.au/shop/school-institution-membership/
https://killyourdarlings.com.au/shop/school-institution-membership/
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Recent features in KYD

1. KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON: AN 

UNEXPECTED PATH TO PUBLICATION

KYD’s co-founder Hannah Kent 
describes with honesty, candour 
and humour the process of  
having her international 
bestselling novel, Burial Rites, 
published in over 20 different 
languages. She details the early 
stages of writing, her doubt and 
anxiety about the value of the 
project, and the eventual pathway 
to publication. 

In the classroom: a great resource 
for discussions around Burial 
Rites, the writing and publishing 
process, and overcoming self-
doubt in writing. 

2. BOOKS FOR GIRLS 

Sam Forge’s discussion of 
controversial bestselling YA novel, 
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 
explores the curious diminishment 
of YA fiction as a legitimate genre. 
Sam examines how the novel 
has a long-held fascination with 
young protagonists, along with 
the significance of girls as central 
characters in the story and how 
we can think about gender in 
fiction.

In the classroom: a great 
resource for discussions around 
YA fiction, teenage protagonists 
and girls in fiction. 

3. CHARACTER BUILDING: ON THE 

ART OF THE INTERVIEW

Madeleine Dore has been 
fascinated by artists’ routines 
for years. This article explores 
how the art of the interview has 
altered with the advent of social 
media and changing reading and 
listening patterns. She speaks to 
ABC journalist Jane Hutcheon, 
Fairfax journalist Melissa Fyfe, 
broadcaster Ramona Koval and 
memoirist Caroline Baum.

In the classroom: a great 
resource for discussions around 
interviewing and profiling, 
changing media, social media 
and journalism. 

4. YOU AND YOUR MEMORY: ON 

WRITING MEMOIR AND FAMILY

Young author Giselle Nguyen 
has struggled to write about her 
parents, who arrived in Australia 
via boat as refugees from Vietnam. 
Writing memoir, she describes, 
‘is like dancing with fire: warm, 
inviting, unspeakably dangerous.’ 
This piece explores how writing 
about her family has affected her 
parents and the dilemma of trying 
to find her adult identity. 

In the classroom: a great 
resource for discussions around 
immigration stories, diversity, 
and writing about family and 
trauma.

https://killyourdarlings.com.au/article/an-unexpected-path-to-publication/
https://killyourdarlings.com.au/2017/05/books-for-girls/
https://killyourdarlings.com.au/2016/11/character-building-on-the-art-of-the-interview/
https://killyourdarlings.com.au/2016/11/you-or-your-memory-on-writing-memoir-and-family/
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The KYD School Writing Prize
Kill Your Darlings is excited to 
launch our inaugural School 
Writing Prize, which is designed 
to develop, mentor, edit and 
publish the work of two writers 
from Australian secondary schools. 
We’re seeking entries of up to 1500 
words in the categories of fiction 
and non-fiction, with students 
responding to a current social or 
political issue. The two winners will 
receive a $500 cash prize, editorial 
support and publication in KYD.

Entry to the KYD School Writing 
Prize is open exclusively to KYD 
School Members and their students. 
There is no additional entry fee.

Entries will open 23 April 2019 and 
will close 28 June 2019, with the 
winners to be announced at a 
special event in August 2019. The 
award will be judged by KYD’s 
publishing director and author 
Rebecca Starford, along with 
award-winning author Maxine 
Beneba Clarke. Rebecca will then 
work directly with each writer to 
develop their work for publication 
in KYD magazine in late 2019.

For more details on the prize, as 
well as how to enter, please visit: 
https://killyourdarlings.com.au/
awards/ 

https://killyourdarlings.com.au/awards/
https://killyourdarlings.com.au/awards/
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Teachers’ Edition: So You Want to Write?
KYD is delighted to offer a specially curated 
version of So You Want to Write?, our 
popular introductory online writing course, 
to secondary school teachers. The course 
has been designed for the classroom by 
KYD’s publishing directors and published 
authors Hannah Kent and Rebecca Starford. 

This workshop is perfect for teachers with 
students who are starting to think seriously 
about creative writing but might be having 
difficulties in beginning or maintaining a 
focused writing practice among their other 
commitments. Your students will come 
away with strategies to manage tendencies 
towards procrastination and self-doubt, 
and suggestions to assist and encourage 
creativity.

This workshop has been adapted 
specifically for teachers. 

   Exercises can be pulled out to assist in 
lesson plans

  Quotes can be used to begin discussion 
points 

  Videos and audio clips are designed to 
be screened directly to students 

  This workshop offers a wealth of material 
that may be taught in a number of ways 
at teachers’ convenience.

Cost: $449. All KYD School Members are 
entitled to pass on a 10% discount to their 
staff. 

WHAT OTHER PARTICIPANTS HAVE SAID ABOUT 

SO YOU WANT TO WRITE?

Visit: workshops.killyourdarlings.com.au for 
more information.

‘Loved the style, the interactive approach 
[…] This is exactly what I needed,  

thank you!’

‘A wealth of knowledge and experience. 
Rebecca and Hannah are able  
to share so much in a friendly,  

warm environment.’

‘It is amazing and a godsend for all 
the teachers in Queensland who are 

teaching the new subject of Literature for 
the first time ever.’

‘Loved the professionalism, the 
approachability, knowledge, relevance.’

https://workshops.killyourdarlings.com.au/p/teachers_edition_so-you-want-to-write
http://workshops.killyourdarlings.com.au/

